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unfitting that this intensely individualistic, quarrelsome and stub-
torn race should have this rough and equalitarian sport to even
harsh tempers and teach the sobering lessons of defeat.

At the heart of the English character lay a fund of kindliness.
Though in the mass rough and often cruel, and passionately addicted
to barbarous sports like bull-baiting and cock-fighting, they led the
world in humanitarian endeavour. It was an Englishman who
in the 'seventies and 'eighties, at extreme risk and personal incon-
venience, travelled 50,000 miles visiting the putrid, typhus-ridden
jails of Europe; and it was Englishmen who at the close of the
century first instituted organised opposition to cruelty to children
and animals. But nothing so well illustrates the slow but persistent
national impulse to mitigate inhumanity as the popular condemna-
tion of the slave trade. This movement ran directly counter to the
immediate material interests of the country; it none the less steadily
gained strength from its inception by a handful of Quakers in the
'sixties until at the end of the century it was espoused by the Prime
Minister himself and the overwhelming majority of thinking
Englishmen.

The transatlantic slave trade had grown up to meet the needs
of Britain's plantations in the West Indies and American colonies.
Its headquarters was Liverpool, whose merchants imported seven-
eighths of the negroes brought from Africa to America. In return
for the slaves sold to the planters, they brought back to England
sugar, rum, cotton, coffee. Thus the whole of the country indirectly
benefited from this horrible traffic. The slaves, many of whom were
kidnapped, were taken from the West African coast across the
" Middle Passage " to the West Indies in crowded slavers, loaded
three slaves to a ton, the poor chained wretches being packed so
tightly between decks that they were often forced to He on top of
one another. The mortality both of seamen and human cargo was
appalling, but the smaller the consignment of slaves that arrived,
the better the price paid for the remainder. For the laws of supply
and demand, when allowed to find their true level, always operated
beneficially!

As is the way with conservative-minded people whose interests
are vested in an abuse, every reason was found to justify the con-
tinuance of the traffic.1 Liverpool merchants and their parliamentary

1 Bos well in his Life of Johnson went so far as to claim that " to abolish a